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METHAl"lE SUPPRESSION BY CALCIUM SOAPS OF STEARIC, OLEIC AND 
LINOLEIC ACID MIXTURES IN CATTLE 
T. Nishida l , M. Kurihara l , A. Pumomoadi2, F. Terada l and M. Shibata3 
iNational Institute of Animal Industry, Tsukuba Norindanchi P.O. Box 5, Ibaraki, 305 
Japan; 2Diponegoro University, Semarang, 50241 Indonesia; 3Agriculture, Forestry and 
Fisheries Research Council Secretariat, Chiyoda-ku Kasumigaseki 1-2-1, Tokyo, 100 Japan 
Summary 
Two types of calcium soaps of fatty acids (Ca-FA) were used; Ca-FA-I (C 18:0 17.0%, 
C18:1 65.0%) and Ca-FA-2 (CI8:0 20.0%, CI8:140.0%, C18:2 35.0%). In Expt 1 four dry 
cows were fed Italian ryegrass hay and concentrate as basal diet (BD). Treatments were 
BD, BD + Ca-FA-l (300g), BD + Ca-FA-l (600g) or BD + Ca-FA-2 (600g). In Expt 2 four 
lactating cows were fed bahiagrass hay and concentrates with or without the Ca-F A-2 
supplements (500g) . In Expt 1 there were no significant differences in NDF digestibility 
by feeding Ca-F A. Methane production per dry matter intake (DMI) in dry cows tended to 
decrease about 7-9% (17-23 litres/day) by feeding Ca-F A but no effects of degree of 
saturation and amount of Ca-F A fed were observed. In Expt 2 DMI and digestibilities of 
dry matter (DM) and crude protein (CP) were not affected by feeding Ca-FA. Methane 
suppression in lactating cows was about 4% (22 litres/day/kg DMI). 
From the above results, it is concluded that feeding 300-600 g/day of Ca-F A is effective 
in suppressing methane production without reduction of productivity. 
Key words: Methane production, calcium soaps, cows, digestibility. 
Introd uction 
It is important now to reduce methane production from ruminants because it is recognized 
to be one of the major greenhouse gases . Methane excretion by ruminant animals is about 
8% of total energy intake of the animal (Blaxter, 1967). The methanogenic bacteria 
produce methane in the rumen mainly from hydrogen and carbon dioxide. Hydrogenation 
of the double bonds of unsaturated fatty acids might share hydrogen with the 
methanogenesis process in the rumen (Blaxter & Czerkawski, 1966). Therefore, the 
addition of unsaturated fatty acids to the diet may result in an inhibition of methane 
production. 
Increasing energy density by feeding supplemental Ca-F A can increase production, 
especially in high producing lactating cows (Schneider et al., 1988, Sklan et al., 1989, 
Andrew et al. , 1991). Preformed calcium soaps are easily mixed with rations and do not 
affect normal rumen fermentation (Jenkins & Palmquist, 1984) and digestibilities of most 
nutrients (Schau ff & Clark, 1992). For that reason it is practical for use by farmers to 
suppress methane production from ruminants without redu·cing production performance. 
The objectives of the experiments were to evaluate the effect of unsaturated Ca-FA 
supplementation on the methane production and digestion of nutrients in cattle. 
Materials and Methods 
Two experiments were conducted using 4 dry cows (Expt 1, average live weight 643kg) in 
one way classification and 8 lactating cows (Expt 2, average live weight 626kg) in one way 
classification with blocks (protein source). Two types of Ca-F A were used; Ca-F A-I 
(CI8:0 17.0%, C18: I 65 .0%; Fine feed I, Miyoshi Oils and Fat Co., Ltd.) and Ca-FA-2 
(CI8:0 20 .0%, CI8 : I 40.0%, C18:2 35.0%; Fine feed B) . The chemical composition of the 
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hay, concentrate and Ca-FA used in the trial are shown in Table 1. In 1 dry cows were 
fed a diet of 60% Italian ryegrass and 40% concentrate on DM basis to meet 
metabolizable energy (ME) \994) as basal ruet (BD). Treatments 
were BD (control), BD + Ca-FA-\ (300g, C18:1L), BD Ca-FA-l (600g, C18:1H) or BD 
+ Ca-FA-2 CI8:2H) with 14 days Faeces and urine were collected 
for the last 4 days, and each cow 2 of each collection in open-circuit 
chambers for the measurement of (Iwasaki et at., 1982). In 
Expt. 2 lactating cows were fed libitum and concentrates with or without 
the Ca-FA-2 (500g, Cl to meet 80% of ME 1994) 
for 14 Faeces and urine collections were done for the last 7 days, and studies of 
energy balance were conducted the last 5 days of the collection period open 
circuit chambers et at., 1989). 
All data were 	 the GLM procedure (SAS, 1988) and treatment means were 
multiple range test if F tests were significant (P<0.05). 
Table 1. Chemical composition of hay, concentrate and calcium soaps of acids (Ca-
Italian ryegrass hay 884 99 29 620 17.8 

Concentrate1) 902 173 40 188 18.3 

Ca-FA-1 971 870 33.3 

Ca-FA-2 970 880 34.0 

Expt 2 (lactating cows) 
hay 709 
Concentrate 
OM: Dry matter, CP: Crude protein, EE: Ether extract, NOF: Neutral fibre, GE: 

Gross energy. 

1 ) (ADM%): corn barley 25%, wheat bran 9%, defatted rice bran 7%, 

"",!he,,,,,.., meal 12%, molasses 3.7%, alfalfa meal beat pulp 5%, 1.3%. 

2} Ingredients (ADM%): corn 41.9%, barley bran 2.2%, meal 18.2-6.8%, fish meal 

0-6.8%, alfalfa meal 10.6%, soybean hull 7.1%, beet pulp molasses 7.1%, 

calcium soaps of acids 3.5%, Ca3(P04 lz 0.9%, mineral supp!. 0.7%. 

3) [ngredients (ADM%): corn 50.3%, barley bran 2.70/0 , meal 17.5-7.1%, fish meal 

0-7.1%, alfa[fa meal 7.1%, hull 7.1%, beet pulp 14.0-17.7%, 

0.5%, mineral supp!. 0.7%. 
Results and Discussion 
The least means of milk yield, milk fat, methane 
nitrogen and balance with dry and lactating cows are shown in Table 2. 
Milk fat concentration was in the Ca-FA period, but milk fat yield was more (1.01 
than the control because of increased milk There were no 
Hw,,",undifferences in DM, CP and NDF by Ca-FA with cows 
or in DM and CP digestibility with lactating cows. These results were similar to previous 
et 1991; Schauff & Clark, DMI was not affected by 
Ca-FA. Methane production tended to decrease when was fed to cows, 
but was increased by Ca-F A to the control diet (540.4 
htres/day) in cows. Methane production per DMI in cows was tended to 
decrease abOllt 6.7-8.7% (17-23 litres/day) Ca-FA hut no effect of the of 
saturation nor amount of Ca-F A was observed. Methane per DMI in 
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cows was reduced by Ca-FA-2 (30.0 Iitresfkg) 
(31.2 Iitresfkg), and methane per DMI was about 3.8% 
Treatment Control 
Number of cows 4 4 
LW (kg) 677 651 668 18 597 19 
OMI (kg/day) 6.5 6.5ab 6.5 6.5 0.1 17.4 18.4 0.9 
Ca-FA intake(kg/day) 0.3 0.6 0.6 0.5 
(kg/day) 25.6 27.3 1.2 
3.9 3.7 0.1 
(%) 
71.2 71.6 69.7 70.5 0.8 68.1 68.0 0.7 
62.4 62.8 62.3 61.5 1.7 57.7 59.5 0.6 
NDF1 66.9 66.9 66.4 67.0 1.1 
CH4 (I/day) 263 240 245 243 5.1 540 553 22 
CH4/0MI (1/kg) 40.6 37.1 37.9 37.5 0.9 31.2 30.0 0.7 
% of control (100) a (91.3 )b (93.4) (100) (96.2) 
CH4/DDMI (I/kg) 57.0" 51.8b 54.3 53.2 1.0 46.0" 43.1 b 0.7 
N balance 
Intake 134 134 134 134 2.6 402 436 21 
Faeces 50.4 49.8 50.6 51.6 3.1 168 176 9.2 
Urine 72.1 68.5 60.2 66.8 4.3 54.4 82.1 8.9 
Milk 129 132 4.0 
Retention 11.3 15.4 22.9 15.3 3.7 50.3 45.4 10 
balance (kJ/kg075) 
ME intake 538A 58SA 6558 4.9 1580 1654 57 
Milk 650 615 16 
Heat production 512A 11 862 913 21 
Retention 50 73 121 127 23 69 126 30 
Milk 
matter 
Crude 
differ (P<0.05) multiple range test. 
8: Means in the same row within dry cows or lactating cows with different 
differ ) by Tukey's multiple range test. 
1) NDF: Neutral detergent fibre. 
Nitrogen balance was not affected by Ca-F A in Expt I but urinary 
excretion tended to increase with addition of Ca-FA ill 2. Metabolizable energy intake 
and heat production were significantly increased with dry cows and retention energy tended 
to increase when 500-600 g of Ca-FA were fed with and cows. 
From the results of these we calculated the decrease of methane production 
C18: I C18:1 0.86 and C18:2-H (lactating cows) 0.89 
moles/mole Ca-FA Methane per mole of Ca-FA was not affected by 
unsaturation of the acid 500-600 g of Ca-FA feeding Blaxter & Czerkawski (I 
observed the effect of stearic, oleic and linolenic methane were 3.1,1.7 
and 1.8 moles/mole respectively with sheep, but reported loss appetite and decrease 
of DMI and digestibilIty due to the effects on rumen In our smaller 
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effects on methane suppression compared with their were confirmed by 
Ca-FA with cows but no negative effects of DMI, milk 
and energy balance were observed. This is probably because Ca soaps protect 
ruminal microbes from the adverse effects of fat (Chalupa et al., 
observed a reduction in methane per mole of unsaturated acid increased 
with unsaturation of the acid at a rate of 0.24 ± 0.09 moles/mole double bond. In 
Ca-FA-2 contained only 35.0% unsaturated fatty acid (C18:2) 50 the 
of un saturation not be observed 
From the above it is concluded that 300-600 g/day of Ca-FA is effective 
in methane production without reduction of productivity. 
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